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1.1 CLUB STRUCTURE

Cirencester Town FC was originally an adult football club formed more than 100 years
ago, competing in local football. The arrival of some new blood during the mid 1990’s
gave rise to a more ambitious approach to developing football, and saw the senior
team progress from the local Hellenic League to the then Dr Martens Southern league,
Western Division. The ambitions on the senior pitch were matched off the pitch by
the creation of the Football Academy, an initiative that the current chairman, Steve
Abbley, and England Masseur Steve Slattery (both former professional players),
worked hard to implement. They joined forces with Cirencester College to provide
opportunities for boys aged 16-19 to combine football with education. The Academy
has been an outstanding success, with more than 250 boys having benefited from
the programme.

The rise of football for the Club at this age group naturally progressed, such that a
junior section began to evolve. It all started with a handful of young boys training on
a patch of land to the side of the pitch at the old ground, Smithsfield, one Saturday
morning. They were coached by a couple of senior players and Academy students,
and within months the number rose to close to 100. It wasn’t long before a fully
fledged junior section was up and running, with teams competing in different age
groups in mini-soccer leagues, as well as teams age 11 upwards.

Joining in on the action was also a group of ladies, not wanting to be left out! Their
development under the guidance of Paul Messenger and then Kerry Lewis in the
South West Women’s Football League has also been outstanding.

There was however a negative side to all this football, and that was that the place
(Smithsfield) simply couldn’t accommodate it all, and teams were spread far and wide
across the town to find places to play and train.

The solution was found in an ambitious project devised by the chairman, and with
the assistance of a few others, and an awful lot of hard work, the Club relocated to
the fantastic new facilities we are so proud of at the Corinium Stadium.
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1.2 CHARTER STANDARD COMMUNITY CLUB

Upon the relocation to the Corinium Stadium, Cirencester
Town FC was heralded as one of the first Clubs of it kind in
the country, and this was further consolidated with the award

of Charter Standard Community Club Status. In 2006
Cirencester Town FC was recognized with the award
‘Gloucestershire Charter Standard Community Club 2006.’

So what does Charter Standard mean?

By achieving Charter Standard, the Club is demonstrating to all members, parents,
volunteers and sponsors that we are a well organised, safe club offering opportunities
for all.

How does a Club achieve it?

Clubs must complete a meet a certain criteria and demonstrate their commitment to
the development of grass roots football. This means that at the very least we have
a code of conduct, a child protection policy and that the services and facilities are
open to all.

What is Community Club Status?
Community Club Status is the highest level of award that the FA will bestow.
For Cirencester Town FC, this means that:

There are no barriers to participating in football at any level or age, whether it is
a child, man or woman.

All of our coaches are CRB (police) checked, and hold at least a Level 1 FA
Coaching Certificate.

That there is a structured link between age groups and progression to a higher
level.

v

v

v

v/ That the Club has insurance
v That the facilities are safe and well maintained.
v

That the Club has a solid Football Development Plan, and is working with the
County FA to ensure that it’s aims and objectives to grass roots football are being
met.

As a parent, you want the best for your children. Cirencester Town FC provides a
safe, healthy and well-structured environment in which to enjoy football.
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1.3 CODE OF CONDUCT

In line with our Club’s vision and Charter Standard Status, a Code of Conduct to be
observed at all training sessions and matches has been drawn up as a guide of
expectations for all coaches, team managers, players, officials, parents and spectators.

We are very proud of our achievements to date, both with our technical success on
the pitch and for the recognition of good sportsmanship across all ages within the
Club.

Please help us to maintain the high standards we have set, and observe the following
at all times:

Obligations towards the game

A player should:

1. Make every effort to develop their own sporting abilities, in terms of skill, technique,
tactics and stamina.

2. Give maximum effort and strive for the best possible performance during a game,
even if his team is in a position where the desired result has already been achieved.

3. Set a positive example for others, particularly young players and supporters.

4. Avoid all forms of gamesmanship and time wasting.

5. Always have regard to the best interests of the game including where publicly
expressing an opinion on the game and any particular aspect of it, including others
involved in the game.

6. Not use inappropriate language

Obligations towards one’s own team

A player should:

1. Make every effort consistent with Fair Play and the Laws of the Game to help his
own team win.

2. Resist any influence which might, or might be seen to, bring into question his
commitment to the team winning.







